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0ctober 28, 1987

Mr. Delbert Burr
47A2 Hillside Drive
Provo, Utah 84606

Dear Mr Burr:

Re: Information on Small ptine 0perations, Del

It is my understancing that you have a placer mine on the
Delores River. This mine was previously exempt from the State of
Utah I975 MineC Land Reclanation Act due to its smaIl size. More
specificaJ.ly, the I975 Act stated that any mining operations that
qualified unoer the following size categoiy wele exempt from the
Mined Land Reclamation Act:

'f ...1ess than 500 tons of material are mined in a period of
twelve consecutive months or where less than two acres of
l-and are excavated or usec as a disposal site in e period
of twel-ve consecutive months. . . . t'

The Utah State Legislature modified the Mined Land Reclamaticn
Act during the L986 ano 1987 general session. In part, the amended
act eliminates the two acre/5AC ton exemption and establishes a
ilsmalI mining opelation'r category in its place. Small mining
operations are defineo as:

r'...mining operations whicir disturb or will disturb f ive or
less surface acres at any given time.tt

The Division is currentry deveroping rules and reelulations
regarding smal1 mine opelations. These rules will probably be
im6f eme6[ed sometime in 1988. A]1 active mine cperations vrhicl- were
previously exempt will oe required to file at that time under tf'e
[irovisions of the ne!r iaw ano regu]ations.
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The new rules will go through a lengthy state-wide public
comment perioo-before tFey are Sdopteo.- this will include at Least
one public heiring in tuoa6 and one in Salt Lake which I encourage
you to attenci. t-n.ue enclosed the current draft form for small
i,in" opelations so that you will have some ldea of the approach that
we are taking.

Feel free to give me a calt if you should have any questions or
neecl additional information.

Reclamation Engineer

clj
Enc I osu re
cc: L. Braxton
LTILR/25-26

Sincerely,

Fran


